
 

 

 
Creative Scotland Update 

 
 
www.creativescotland.com has undergone a few changes. We have listened to users’ 
comments and have improved the design, navigation and functionality of the website. 
Each month, we’ll shine a spotlight on Scotland’s creative talent: this month features the 
traditional arts. 
 
 
Investment update 
As it develops its new plans, Creative Scotland is experimenting with a range of new 
methodologies and investment models for identifying and supporting talent.  Where 
practical we will communicate specific changes in advance, but this may not always be 
possible. However, we are always prepared to answer any questions and queries that 
arise as a result of decisions we make.   
 
There are a number of funding opportunities which in the past have been available either 
as open opportunities or through a range of other processes.  These have been 
consolidated into new strands of investment, which will be announced during the coming 
months.   
 
Ultimately, established funding opportunities may not exist at all in the future in their 
current form, but be incorporated or modified into new, more streamlined and light-touch 
opportunities.  An example of this is the Performing Arts Programming Fund, which, 
for the final time, will be available through a different process.  If you have applied to this 
fund in the past then you will hear from us separately and in more detail about how to 
engage with us on this.  
 
The following investment strands are offered with a 17 January 2011 deadline: 

 Publications: Books and Magazines  
 Writer’s bursaries  
 Literature Festivals  
 Drama: New work  

The following strands will be offered with a 21 February 2011 deadline: 

 Visual Arts: Artistic / Curatorial development (for individuals)  
 Visual arts: New Work (galleries and organisations) 

For more details visit the Investment section of our website.  
 
 
Vital Sparks 
We have chosen to use a targeted approach to the Vital Sparks awards this year, partly to 
allow us to develop and introduce new investment models, but also to reduce the burden 



of time and effort on applicants: in the first round, there were over 110 applications 
received and only seven were ultimately awarded investment.  
 
We were keen to maintain the aims and aspirations for the Vital Spark awards and we 
have tapped into the expertise and experience of colleagues within the creative sector.  A 
group of industry professionals were invited to put forward nominations for artists whose 
practice, previous achievements and collaborative working style meets the aims of the 
Vital Spark awards to ‘encourage experimentation, radical new work and innovative 
approaches to engaging with audiences’.  
 
Those asked to make nominations are highly regarded professionals with years of 
experience across all areas of the arts, active and interested individuals whose day-to-day 
role brings them into contact with a wide range of emerging and established artists.  
Creative Scotland will be announcing a number of new initiatives for artists over the 
coming months which will introduce even more opportunities. 
 
Our nominating panel were:  Sarah Munro (Artistic and General Manager, Tramway); 
Jackie Wylie (Artistic Director, the Arches); Julian Forrester (Director, Cove Park); Morag 
Deyes (Artistic Director, Dance Base); Marc Lambert (CEO, Scottish Book Trust); Mark 
Daniels (Director, New Media Scotland); Louise Mitchell (Director, Glasgow City of Music); 
Lalitha Rajan (Artistic Director, Ankur Arts); Jade Hewat (Festival Manager, Celtic 
Connections); Clive Gillman (Director, Dundee Contemporary Arts); Malcom Mclean 
(Director, Gaelic Arts Agency); Frances McKee; (Director, Centre for Contemporary Arts) 
 
  
And finally... 
Good news! Minister for Culture Fiona Hyslop MSP has confirmed that the Youth Music 
Initiative will continue for a further year.  Welcoming the news, Creative Scotland Chief 
Executive Andrew Dixon said: ‘This investment in young people will create opportunities 
across the whole of Scotland. Through the Youth Music Initiative, we are already seeing a 
new generation of young talent and this major commitment will further enhance 
Scotland's reputation as a creative nation.’ 

 

 
Need some advice on which opportunity is right for you? 
Our Enquiries service is available between 
10am–12 noon and 2pm–4pm, Monday to Friday. 
Telephone: 0845 603 6000 or 
email: enquiries@creativescotland.com 
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