AYRSHIRE ARTS NETWORK

Annual General Meeting 26.05 2011

Chairman’s report 

Welcome to the 2011 AGM and an especial welcome to the new member of the committee, Maggie Broadlie 
Ayrshire Arts Network has come into its own as a networking organization with the expansion of the website and I would like to thank Mike Bailey for all the hard work that has gone into making it the impressive site that it is. Added to the normal channels, we now have Facebook which provides an ideal way for members to communicate quickly and effectively. 
Web statistics

Over past 12 months there have been 194,476 hits on the site, representing 29,827 visitors.  

In the past five months there have been 55,910 hits representing 4637 unique visitors (or a total of 6319 visits).  During that period 18,852 pages have been served.

During May (1st - 23rd) there have been 1096 visits with an average duration of 1 minute.  The majority of visitors during May were from the UK.  However, there were also visits from the USA, Spain, Netherlands, Germany, Israel, Japan, Canada, Portugal and Australia.  A small number of visitors have spent in excess of 15 minutes viewing the site during the current month.

Popular pages, often the result of Google searches, during May were the report on the Pilgrim's Trail, pages in the David Nash section, pages relating to musicians and images in the Bridget Riley pages.
Events

In terms of meetings, as part of the Creative Spaces event, AAN helped fund a poetry evening at Su Casa organized by Dave Manderson of UWS and an evening with Brett Bloom, both of which were highly successful. These have since been repeated and have been much enjoyed and well supported.
Through the South Ayrshire Youth Forum, AAN funded a £20 prize for the Young person who has made a significant contribution to the arts in the area. This was presented at the Town Hall.

Pressures of work for committee members have meant that there have been no other events. However, members have been working closely on developments in the arts especially the new Burns Museum, the Gaiety Partnership, the Feasibility Study at the Maclaurin, the South Ayrshire Arts partnership and developments in Girvan amongst others.

The website provides an ideal way to give topical information quickly and effectively and enables members to follow developments as they happen. 
Please  keep information coming, encourage other people to join the Network and together we can celebrate the arts that have we have and lobby for better choice and provision in the future.
Caroline Lorimer [Chairman AAN] 

